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and joined company with two thousand other sol-
diers, brought hither by Count Maurice and his
captains, of whom one was the son of Sir Christo-
pher Hatton. Their destination was known" to none
but Count Maurice and Sir Philip. They marched
stealthily up to Axel, encouraged on the way by a
speech from Sir Philip which, according to the testi-
mony of one who was present, " did so link their
minds that they did desire rather to die in that
service than to live in the contrary."

Not one of them had to die. At two o'clock
after midnight, Axel being reached, some thirty or
forty men, headed by Sir Philip, jumped into the
moat, swam warily across, scaled the wall, and opened
the gate for the rest. The sleepy garrison only
aroused itself and offered brave resistance when
resistance was too late. By placing a band of picked
soldiers in the market-place, to assist any of the
straggling companies that might be too fiercely op-
posed by the enemy, Sir Philip ensured strength to
every section of his party, and accomplished all
the terrible work that he and his colleagues deemed
necessary. About half of the twelve hundred men
garrisoning the city, besides very many burghers,
were slain by the sword or pushed into the water.
Five ensigns and a large quantity of rich spoil were
taken, and property worth two million florins was
destroyed. Four citadels in the neighbourhood were
forced to surrender, and the dykes were cut, so that
a vast tract of the country round about was flooded.

Sir Philip spent ten or twelve days in 'seeing that
everything was safe, and then, rewarding out of his